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$35,000
Approved

Agency:  Department of Fish and Game

Project Title: Project Type: Planning and Research

Acid Leakage Study of the Tulsequah and Taku Rivers

State Funding Requested: $35,000 House District: Juneau Areawide (3-4)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
The Department of Fish & Game will conduct a study of the acid leakage into the Tulsequah and Taku
Rivers and the acid's effects on salmon and salmon habitat.

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $35,000

There is no other funding needed

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Acid drainage from a currently inactive Canadian mine (the Tulsequah Chief Mine) has the potential to threaten future
harvests for several commercial fishing gear groups.  The Taku River is a large multi- drainage, trans-boundary system that
enters salt water roughly 25 miles southeast of Juneau.  It is the largest producer of salmon in all of Southeast Alaska with
an economic impact of more than $25 million annually.  

Substantial acid drainage has been noted coming from the inactive Tulsequah Chief Mine site, flowing into the Taku River
from a major tributary, the Tulsequah River.  Alaskan efforts to persuade Canadian authorities to remedy this situation have
produced no resolution.  

The Department of Fish and Game has limited data on the acid leakage and its effects.  To date no formal study has been
conducted by the Department of Fish and Game concerning the acid leakage.  This funding will provide the Department with
the opportunity to conduct a comprehensive study to determine the scope of the existing problem.  This will also enable the
State of Alaska to work with the Province of British Columbia and the Canadian Government to address cleanup efforts.

Project Timeline:
The Department of Fish and Game will begin implementation of the study upon receipt of the funds. 

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Department of Fish and Game

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Kerry Howard, Division of Habitat Director
Address: 1255 W 8th Street

Juneau, AK 99811
Phone Number: 465-3176
Email: kerry.howard@alaska.gov
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Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? Yes X No
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